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A Step Forward

“Let the rain kiss you. Let the rain beat upon your head with silver liquid drops. Let 
the rain sing you a lullaby “-Langston Hughes

Alas...The most awaited season is here, after the sweltering heat giving us a lot of 
relief in many ways..the monsoon! The word monsoon comes from the Arabic 
word “Mausim”, which means “Weather”. Monsoon is a word that stirs up the 
fondest memories of childhood; we as children made those little paper boats 
and watched it float in the pool of waters.  Does this fond memory bring a big 
sweet smile on your face…?  I am sure it does, making you swamp down in the 
nostalgia of the bygone days. 

Arrival of monsoon is loved by all. The cool breeze, pleasant weather, nose-
tickling smell of damp earth, budding leaves, loud clapping sounds of thunder 
and ominous clouds rolling across the sky. The sizzling showers of rain sets the 
mood right for indulging in quite a many activities. Be it gorging up on steaming 
hot pakoras coupled with a cup of piping hot tea. 

Hope that you are geared up to enjoy this lovely season and getting ready with 
your warm clothes and music of your choice. Take a stroll down your memory 
lane. And yes don’t forget to pen down some ideas for alumni reunions. CIMBAG 
chapters will as usual look forward to hosting its events with the seasonal touch 
and feel of Monsoon.  

In this issue of CIMBAG Times we have a few Interviews of our alumni, their 
vacations, career moves and happy moments. We strongly encourage you to come 
forward and take this magazine another step forward with your contributions 
like wit & humor, articles, news, and all that you would like to share with your 
friends.

Wish you good luck and let’s stay in touch!

Syed H Maqsood
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Tell us something about yourself 
and your family.

My family is small, comprising of 
my wife, daughter and I. We live 
in Chennai. My Wife is a doctor.  
Daughter is in 6th std. She learns 
music, dance and is good at crafts 
and painting. She keeps herself 
busy with painting during free 
time. Wife is a good surgeon at the 
hospital and good cook at home. 
We spend weekends by engaging 
ourselves in the household chores 
like regular maintenance, shopping 
and entertainment. 

What have been your greatest 
accomplishments?

In our demanding professions, 
I am able to strike a balance in 
work and spend quality time with 
my family. This is my greatest 
accomplishment.

What is success according to 
you?

According to me, success is a sense 
of fulfillment that an individual 
realizes when their realistic goals 
are achieved. This can be applied 
on the domestic front and in the 
work place. On the domestic front 
one becomes successful by having 
a healthy relationship with other 
family members, children etc., 
in the work place as mentioned 
above achieving goals makes one 
successful.

Can you share with us your 
mantra for success?

Setting right goals, possessing the 
right attitude to pursue goals and 
being dedicated towards achieving 
those goals.

How do you balance work and 
family life?

I Don’t take work related matters 
home and that’s how I balance 
life.

What are your hobbies and 
leisure pursuits?

Travelling, especially to hill stations 
like the serenity and calmness 
on the hills.  Can spend hours 
gazing the nature and the scenic 
beauty. Also watch television news 
channels.

 How has the MBA qualification 
helped in enhancing your 
career?

It has helped me to handle big 
projects in a professional way.  It 
also gives a complete understanding 
of all aspects of business. 

D. Narayanan. MBA
General Manager-Operations
Spinach Technologies, Chennai

What would be your advice to 
young career aspirants?

They should be focused to acquire 
in depth knowledge of their chosen 
field. Sound Knowledge gives us 
a cutting-edge over others in a 
competitive world.

S h a r e  a n  u n f o r g e t t a b l e 
experience with us.

Being able to clear all my ICFAI 
exams without any failures was an 
unforgettable experience.
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Tell us something about yourself 
and your family.

Well, I am a B.Com (H) graduate, 
from Delhi University and an 
Associate Member of the Institute 
of Cost Accountant of India besides 
being a Management student from 
ICFAI University. I passed out 
in the year 2008. I am working 
for NHPC Ltd. as Dy. Manager 
(Finance). I am blessed with my 
two daughters Saumya and Snigdha 
and my integrated life partner Ms. 
Shashi is my source of Inspiration & 
motivation.

What have been your greatest 
accomplishments?

Productive dedication to my work 
and breaching my own benchmark 
every time to achieve a set goal is 
my priority and achievement too. 

What is success according to 
you?

As per my belief success is the 
output of sincere & hard work 
which an individual wants to achieve 
in his life and it must tender a sense 
of satisfaction.

Can you share with us your 
mantra for success?

Honesty, sincerity and hard work are 
my USP for success and whatever I 
am today, this is due to this success 
mantra.

How do you balance work and 
family life?

That is an art and it varies from 
person to person, but to maintain 
proper balance you got to establish 
priority at different point of time. 
Some time your office work may 
have an edge over other priorities 
but you will certainly manage to 

spend best of your time with family 
and friends. So it’s all about time 
management.

What are your hobbies and 
leisure pursuits?

Well, I have a very big list of hobbies 
like playing cricket, badminton, 
swimming, playing TT and key 
board, photography, going on a 
vacation, chilling out with friends 
and so on.

How has the MBA qualification 
helped in enhancing your 
career?

When I thought of pursuing MBA 
to upgrade my skills and knowledge 
with the changing times, I had 
two conditions in my mind. First 
and foremost is the reputation of 
ICFAI University in the market and 
second the Course Curriculum. 
Since my purpose was not  just to 
have a piece of paper in the form 
of a degree, I was focused for a real 
learning experience and I can tell 

you  proudly that MBA offered by 
ICFAI University  is professionally 
designed and is best compared to 
all other Universities.

What would be your advice to 
young career aspirants?

My only advice is that don’t take 
your career easy. Never take any 
short cut route in your life. MBA 
from a good institute like ICFAI 
University is an important bridge to 
connect you with your goal. Have 
faith in yourself and give your best 
shot to achieve your goal. 

S h a r e  a n  u n f o r g e t t a b l e 
experience with us.

Each and every moment of life 
is unforgettable; you just have to 
experience it. My simple principle 
is “Live Life, don’t lease Life”. Jai 
Hind!!!!

Saroj Kumar Roy, MBA
Deputy Manager-Finance,
National Hydroelectric Power, Delhi
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Tell us something about yourself 
and your family.

I belong to Salem, living in Bangalore 
for the past 12 years. I have a 
nuclear family of four with my 
wife Sowmya and school-going 
sons Aditya  and Siddhartha. I am 
a carnatic flutist, while my wife is a 
carnatic vocalist. My sons are also 
learning music along with their 
regular studies. 

What have been your greatest 
accomplishments?

My greatest accomplishment is 
yet to come. However, lesser 
accomplishments include getting 
certified as a Six Sigma Black 
Belt from American Society of 
Quality, Lead auditor certificates 
on ISO 9001, 27001, ISO/IEC 
20000-1, and BS25999 standards. 
On the personal side, performing 
for All India Radio in the Youth 
program is an accomplishment. 
I have also been recognized as 
Competent Communicator and 
Competent Leader by Toastmasters 
International. Recently, I have taken 
up the role of a Director, New 
Generation Services in Rotary 
Club. I also discovered I can play 
Sudoku better than others in the 
recent Times of India Sudoku 

championship, when I could make it 
to the second round and secure 29th 
rank out of 1200 participants.

What is success according to 
you?

Any accomplishment which gives you 
momentary happiness is not success 
(all that I have mentioned above ). 
Realizing that you are already happy 
from within, irrespective of what 
you accomplish or don’t accomplish 
is success.  

Can you share with us your 
mantra for success?

All P’s - Patience, Perseverance, 
Persistence, Practice. Never stop 
learning. Never consider yourself 
as an expert in any field - there can 
be others who can outperform you. 
But that should not stop you from 
keep trying. 

How do you balance work and 
family life?

Including the time taken to travel, 
I am out of home for 12 hours 
on weekdays. Rest of the time, I 
share the workload with my wife 
while preparing kids to school 
and manage all purchases for the 
household. I spend quality time 
with my kids, however less the time 
may be. I don’t slot times for certain 
activities - like practice of music 
or yoga or organizing things. That 
gives me the freedom to practice 
when I have a few minutes. We do 
some quick weekend trips to keep 
ourselves refreshed. 

What are your hobbies and 
leisure pursuits?

I would not like to call my passion a 
hobby. Carnatic music/flute is not a 
hobby but a passion. Any art form 
that I have learnt has always been 
a passion and never a hobby. In my 

perspective, hobbies are usually 
taken lightly and forgotten over a 
period of time. 

 How has the MBA qualification 
helped in enhancing your 
career?

I landed on the right job after my 
MBA qualification. I completed my 
MBA in 2007. My salary has more 
than doubled in the last 5 years, and 
has the potential of tripling given the 
offers that came my way. I can easily 
converse about different things 
with the senior management, be it 
business law, cost apportionment, 
HR policies, technical jargon, thanks 
to my MBA.

What would be your advice to 
young career aspirants?

Never give up. I can’t advice but 
suggest a few things to complete 
your MBA. ‘I have no time to study’ 
is an excuse that you give yourself. 
If you are determined, then you will 
make time for studying. 

S h a r e  a n  u n f o r g e t t a b l e 
experience with us.

This is  a  tough quest ion as 
forgetfulness is a God given gift. 
Every moment is lost in the past, 
but do not lose hope, every next 
moment from the future is becoming 
the present. All your past is no more 
and you can’t undo anything. All 
your future is yet to be born, but it 
is always born out of your present. 
Being present in the present is 
the greatest present (hurray…I 
could write this!)  And ‘this’ is an 
unforgettable experience.
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P. S Nanda Kumar, MBA
Asst. General Manager
HTMT Global Solutions Ltd, Bangalore.
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Tell us something about yourself 
and your family.

I was born and brought up in 
Ongole, Prakasham district in 
AP and graduated from Andhra 
University.  While in Graduation 
2nd year I moved to Hyderabad for 
an Apprenticeship in MIDHANI, a 
Central Government Organization.  
After 2 yrs of Apprenticeship, I 
started pursuing ICWAI. While 
pursuing ICWAI, I got married to Mr. 
Kishan and joined a Service Based 
Company as an Accounts Executive 
to get real time experience in 
Accounts and Finance.  After 6 
months of my employment, I 
got promoted to Executive - HR 
& Accounts, and then I realized 
the importance of MBA (HR), 
which I felt is the key to climb the 
Managerial ladder.  After a thorough 
analysis on various Universities 
I found ICFAI (MBA) as the best 
available choice among all. I enrolled 
and completed the same in 2008.  
I was blessed with a Baby Boy in 
2008 who is now studying in PP2 
in an International School. 

What have been your greatest 
accomplishments?

Some of my accomplishments 
are Completing MBA (HRM) 
successfully from ICFAI University, 
being awarded as young HR 
Manager, becoming a part of 
the senior management at my 
current organization, elevated from 
Management Representative to 
Internal Auditor. Much more is yet 
to be achieved. And I could achieve 
all these without compromising 
on my Personal or Professional 
responsibilities with my Husband 
and Parent’s support.  I would like 
to thank ICFAI for their quality 
education and my employers for 
their recognition and support.  

What is success according to 
you?

For me success is setting right 
goals and achieving the goals in the 
right time through sincere efforts.  
Don’t aim for success if you just 
want it; love it, believe it and put 
your sincere efforts to achieve 
it.  “Success and Excuses don’t go 
together, if you stick to excuses 
then forget about success and if 
you want success don’t excuse 
yourself.  

Can you share with us your 
mantra for success?

My mantra for success is effective 
planning, dedication, self-confidence, 
self-discipline, being good to others 
and working sincerely towards 
achieving the goals.   The real 
success is in giving and sharing, 
helping others to be successful. I 
believe in the motto, Help others 
become successful and you will be 
successful yourself”.

How do you balance work and 
family life?

I have always given importance 
to work rather than personal life.  
Yes, this is the right platform to say 
thanks to my husband and parents, 
who are really supporting me in 
balancing my work and family life.  
When my work becomes a priority, 
my husband and family extend 
their support and when my family 
becomes a priority my employer 
has been very supportive.  

What are your hobbies and 
leisure pursuits?

Painting and Planting trees are my 
hobbies.  I don’t get leisure time in 
this busy life, if I get then I spend my 
leisure time in gardening and playing 
with my son.  Planning is interesting 
and I always plan for new activities 
at home and at work place.   

Annu Kalpana, MBA
Manager-HR
Reliance Global Services (P) Ltd, Hyderabad

In
te

rv
ie

w

”



October 2012  CIMBAG TIMES  7 

How has the MBA qualification 
helped in enhancing your 
career?

MBA from ICFAI University has 
helped me a lot in developing my 
managerial skills and leadership 
skills.   Many are pursuing MBA, 
but not all of them are becoming 
Managers or Leaders.  But, I am sure 
people who have completed MBA 
from ICFAI can become Managers 
and good Leaders too.  I can say 
confidently that ICFAI University 
has got very good standards of 
education for all the programs it 
offers.  ICFAI MBA Program has 
helped me in enhancing my career 
by giving in-depth knowledge 
on topics in Human Resource 
Management, which has helped me 
to achieve “A young HR Manager” 
award in my organization.

What would be your advice to 
young career aspirants?

My sincere advice to young career 
aspirants is, set your targets, goals 
and work hard honestly to achieve 
them.  Be focused and sincere, if 
you want to grow in your career.  
Success doesn’t just come, you 
have to reach out to it. We can 
buy anything with money except 
Knowledge and Success; therefore 
work hard towards achieving it.  

S h a r e  a n  u n f o r g e t t a b l e 
experience with us?

There are many unforgettable 
experiences in my life especially 
those during my student days. I 
stood in second in Polytechnic. Each 
time the MBA Group results were 
announced, it was an unforgettable 
experience for me. My heart would 
beat very fast while checking results.  

I wrote my Final Semester (case 
studies) when I was carrying and 
was in the 9th month. The day I 
was admitted in the hospital for 
delivery, my BP shot up to 200, 
every one were shocked. Only I 
knew why it has shot up so much. 
I was tensed about the final MBA 
result expected that same day. 
Thank God, I got the result on my 
Mobile saying ‘You have completed 
your MBA successfully from ICFAI 
University’ and God blessed me 
with a baby boy on the same day. 
How exciting! I respect ICFAI for 
its training methodology, style and 
pattern of education.  
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grow fundamentally because of its 
fertile hilly land. We also visited the 
garden of Shinoj, which was shown 
on Discovery channel. Among other 
beautiful places, Perriyar Lake at 
Thekkady , few kilometers away from 
kumily ,  is one of the most beautiful 
and clean lakes in the country; scenic 
beauty of the forest by the lake side is  
real feast for the eyes! From Kumily, 
we left for Munnar and stayed at for 
two nights.   Munnar , the hill station 
,turned out to be the best part of the 
tour as it was cold, heavenly beautiful 
, green, and very picturesque. Munnar 
tea gardens too attract the tourist’s 
eyes throughout the world. According 
to many visitors there, they are more 
beautiful and greener than those of 
Darjeeling and Assam.  
During our memorable tour, we have 
encountered a few more enchanting 
experiences which included a visit 
to Padmanabhaswamy temple in 
Trivandrum, which is, as of now, the 
richest temple in India. Here every 
visitor has to follow a strict dress 

A  MUST VISIT TOUR

KERALA

code, for men its bare top and dhoti 
and for women it’s a sari. We were 
fortunate having experienced with 
famous boat rides in Kerala. we had 
one speed boat ride at  Kovalam   
beach , one backwater ride from  
Allepey  to  Kottayam, another boat 
ride at Thekkady’s  Periyar  Lake and 
last but not the least , the evening 
cruise at Cochin leading towards the 
sea. Another experience which truly 
touched my heart was the Matupetty 
Dam on one side and the Kundale Lake 
on the other side of the road which led 
us to the echo point at Munnar. Such 
was the natural beauty out there that 

Kerala is known as God’s own 
country for a l l  good reasons! ! 
Debasmita, my wife and I went to 
Kerala on a honeymoon trip in the later 
part of December, having heard a lot 
about this beautiful piece of southern 
Indian land. As we found out, Kerala is 
perhaps the richest state in India for 
its natural resources. Kerala has vast 
stretches of water and mountains. 
Due to this, fertility of the land is 
very high and it produces all types of 
crops in the state including ayurvedic 
plantation, rubber, tea, coffee etc. 
besides its chocolate and coconut 
industry.  Handicrafts are other well 
known sources of employment here.
Our tour began with landing in 
Trivandrum. We stayed in a hotel  
for two nights and left  for Allepey. 
The memory of backwater ride to 
Kottayam would be an everlasting one. 
Our next destination was Kumily. We 
reached Kumily at noon and stayed for 
two nights. We saw the remarkable 
spice gardens of Kumily where any 
vegetable or fruit of the world can 

Mr. Priyankush Ghosh, MBA
Kolkata
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people started comparing the lake with 
the world famous “Mansarovar”! 
Kathakali dance is a must watch cultural 
event in Kerala.  The said dance form 
is based on the stories of Ramayana 
and Mahabharata. It is played only by 
men who portray both the genders. 
The dance is influenced by facial and 
hand gestures. We attended one such 
dance performance at Kumily. A few 
snaps  taken with the kathakali dancers 
towards the end of their  performance 
was one of my best moments.
We did not miss to pay a visit to both 
the famous beaches in kerala; kovalam 
beach at Trivandrum and Verkala beach 
on our way from Trivandrum to Allepey. 
Finally we watched the Fort Kochi 
beach at our last destination, Cochin. 
We also observed couple of waterfalls 
including the popular Kuthumkali 
waterfalls. Western Ghats Mountains 
attract lots of tourists all over the year 

in kerala due to its diversified beauty. 
Each turn of the mountain presents you 
with different views of the mountain 
range, tea gardens, rubber gardens, 
coconut trees at low altitudes. We 
spent quality time in understanding 
the nature of the dwellers in Kerala as 
well. We found people over here are 
highly educated; I believe it is the most 
literate state in the country. People 
are very co-operative and tourist 
friendly too. They do invest a lot of 
time and money in keeping their cities 
and houses clean, green and beautiful 
.Houses are mostly colorful and vibrant 
with natural vegetation.
Now, you can easily visualize how tough 
it is to collate all things to see in a single 
place! On one side you have nature at 
its best, hugging the state with its arms, 
on the other you have such technical, 
professionalism in its fishing techniques, 
markets etc. Only God, perhaps, can 
manage such exquisite coexistence in 
His “OWN COUNTRY”!!!
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It was a pleasure to receive CIMBAG TIMES 

- Jan 2012. Have been missing it for a while. 

The quality and contents have improved a lot. 

Travel story section was a good insertion in 

the magazine. More articles on contemporary 

management should be invited from members. 

I suggest that, for interviews and seminar 

cover ups please share the email id of the 

person so that people can mail in response 

and feedback if they wish to do so.

Vikram Khaitan, MBA 

Faridabad

Ravdeep Sodhi,MBA
Founder & CEO,
E Core Techno Solutions Pvt Ltd
Pune.
A company Ecore Techno Solutions Pvt. Ltd., founded by 
Ravdeep Sodhi, MBA, ICFAI University is going places. 
Ravdeep was selected by TIE recently as an upcoming star 
of the Northern Region.

Congrats to all our achievers! 
We wish them good luck for their future endeavors.

Achievement

The CIMBAG TIMES issues are really 

fantastic.  It gives us a sense of pride 

and makes us feel more confident and  

good about our large fraternity. Keep 

up the good Job.

Sultan Ahmad,  MBA 

Jharkhand
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Seminar Indian Capital Market - Opportunities and Challenges in the 
Current Global Turmoil and Alumni Dinner at Mumbai
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Seminar Indian Capital Market - Opportunities and Challenges in the 
Current Global Turmoil and Alumni Dinner at Mumbai
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Team dynamics at work place & Body Language and Alumni Lunch at DelhiSeminar
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Srividya Bharathi, MBA

Chennai,

Srividya Bharathi has been promoted as 
‘Vice President’ with Royal Bank of Scotland, 
Chennai. Earlier she worked as Asst. VP with 
the same company.

Mohanan K V, MBA

Mahad, Maharashtra.

Mohanan has been promoted as Assistant 
Manager – HR with Sandoz Private Limited, 
Mahad. Earlier he worked as Sr.Executive 
with the same company.

Meera, MBA

Chennai,

Meera has been promoted as Manager-
Product Development  with Ramco Systems, 
Chennai. Earlier she worked as Sr. System 
Analyst with the same company.

Saroj Kumar Roy, MBA

Delhi,

Saroj Kumar has been promoted as ‘Deputy 
Manager’ with National Hydroelectric Power 
Corp, Delhi. Earlier he worked as Asst. 
Manager with the same company.

Chitra Satish kumar, MBA

Chennai,

Chitra has been promoted as Manager – HR with Sundaram Home Finance, Chennai. Earlier she worked as Asst. 
Manager with the same company.

Shashikanth Sammiti, MBA, 
ICFAI University  & Kalpana Sammiti, 
Bangalore were Blessed with a 
baby Girl.

Lokesh Khaitan,MBA, 
I C FA I  U n i v e r s i t y  
married to Seema 
Khaitan, Kolkata

Vishnu Agarwal, MBA, 
ICFAI University married 
to Rajni Agarwal at 
Mathura, UP

Sunny Bedi, MBA, ICFAI University  
married to Suraj at Agra.

R.Sriram, MBA, ICFAI 
University married to 
Saradha Venkataraman 
at Chennai.

Happy  Moments

Alok Tiwar i ,  MBA, ICFAI 
University and Jyoti, Bangalore 
were  blessed with twin babies 
Aarush and Avani. 

Career Moves The CIMBAG Team congratulates the achievers and 
wishes them Good Luck for a bright future



Social Networks have played a 
significant role in one’s life.....
How do you think it can be used 
effectively?

.com/icfaidistance

Chitti Santosh : Social networking sites are one of the best man made creations of last decade. 
Its vastness provides endless opportunities; while it saves precious time it kills too.

Sruthi Alampuri : As far as I’m concerned, I say that, social networking sites are very useful. We 
can keep in touch with all of our friends. It doesn’t mean that our relation is confined to social 
networking sites only.

Veena Orange : Getting started with social networking is much the same as starting at a new 
school. At first, you don’t have any friends. But as you join groups, you begin to meet people, and 
you build a friends list of those with similar interests..

Naveen Gorati : Even entrepreneurs who run small businesses from their homes can take 
advantage of this resource to set up a global presence.

Srinivasa Rao Reddy  : The right to expression, one of our fundamental rights is at its best 
fostered by the social media. But an absolute right without responsibility or with low levels of 
accountability is always dangerous..

Ullas Mishra : Ya very important tool.

‘Financial Insights’ a 4 day workshop in Kolkata for students of Executive MBA (Distance 
Learning) just concluded successfully! As a part of the program structure, other than 
case study & directed independent study courses, 2 are mandatory workshops.

Anand Tiwari -I personally attended the FI. Workshop and want to say that the faculty there 
was world class and the teaching was an eye opener. Looking forward to attend more of these 
workshops in Kolkata.

Subramaniam Chettiar - Attended the financial insights workshop at Kolkata which was 
excellent. The professors were just too good. For a person with no finance background they made 
it so simple.

Yuvraj Kushwaha - IBS Kolkata Team is really excellent & workshops are the source of real 
knowledge. Thanks you IBS once again........

Log on to www.facebook.com/icfaidistance and “like” the page to get connected, Catch 
upon conversations, updates, contests and prizes.




