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A Step Forward
“You will find something far greater in the woods than you will
find in books. Stones and trees will teach you that which you will
never learn from masters.”
A lot has been said and written about nature, conservation of
trees, forests, and wildlife. A lot has been told about the need for
an ecological balance, protection, and preservation. We human
beings have meddled so much with the nature that now each one
should feel a strong sence of responsibility towards the
‘rehabilitation of mother earth’.
Urbanization and deforestation have stolen from us a chance to
live in the lap of nature. We now rarely find traces of the much
needed nature around us. The trees are cut ruthlessly day in and
out; the chirping of sparrows is no more heard. The domestic
birds which were once members of every family and every
household, have just vanished. We do not get to see even the most
common bird the crow for years together. The caw caws of the
crow was regarded as an announcement of arrival of some
unexpected guests at home.
In today’s lifestyle it makes a lot of sense to be active in nature
and adventure sports like nature walks, jungle treks, rock climbing
mountaineering etc. It helps you connect with your inner self.
This is exactly what our alumni must have felt after visiting the
Borivali National Park in Mumbai. It was a feast for eyes, seeing
the nature in full blossom around you. It is highly recommended
that other CIMBAG Chapters follow suit.
In this issue some of the glimpses of the alumni picnic to the
Borivali National Park and also programs organized by other
CIMBAG Chapters have been included. We hope that the energy
and enthusiasm being shown by the alumni in trying out
something new will continue. Very shortly we will see that more
and more alumni will find CIMBAG a very interesting platform
to be associated with.
Wishing you all good luck! Let’s stay in touch.
Syed H Maqsood
Consulting Editor
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Interview

Kaya Tripathi, MBA
Deputy General Manager,
Reserve Bank of India, Chennai

earlier assignment at Deutsche
Bank Group.

What have been your
greatest accomplishments?
It is difficult to pinpoint something
as my greatest accomplishment.
However, becoming a part of the
senior management at RBI and at
the same time being able to devote
time and complete my MBA degree
successfully from ICFAI University
were
relatively
a
bigger
achievements for me. I would
rather say that my biggest
accomplishment is yet to come.

Tell us something about
yourself and your family….
I was born and brought up in Patna
and completed my entire education
there. I pursued Civil Engineering
after my XII standard from Science
College, Patna. I joined Reserve
Bank of India as a Grade B (DR)
officer in 1997 after competing
through a comprehensive All India
Competitive Examination in 1997.
My initial posting was at Mumbai
wherein I worked in Clearing and
Issue Department before being
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posted in the Central Office in the
Currency Management Department.
I was transferred to Chennai in 2008
and after a one and half year stint
in Department of Banking
Supervision; I took over as Deputy
General
Manager,
Issue
Department, Chennai.
My husband was an ex-RBIite, who
has just taken over as Senior Vice
President & Business Head- Capital
Market, in the Institutional Client
Group at TCS e-serve International
Limited at Chennai, from his

What is success according
to you?
Success means different things for
different people. The normal
yardstick that we use to judge
whether a person is successful in
his/her life or not is money or
status in society or fame. For me
success is not an end in itself, it is
a means to achieve contineously
whatever I had set as my goals or
objectives irrespective of the fact
that the goal may be a minor task
or a major project. It is the
completion of any task intended.

Effective time management,
planning, dedication and honesty
towards work, good communication
skills, innovative / creative thinking,
holding on one’s own in facing
difficult situation and lastly not
getting buoyed down by failure. The
realization of the fact that failure
is also a step towards reconciliation
of success is the biggest thing and
it strengthens our own ability to
deal with any situation in life.

How do you balance work &
family?
I generally leave for office by 8.45
am and by the time I come back,
it’s usually around 7.30 pm. Hence
I am not able to devote much time
to my family during weekdays but
I make it up during the weekends.
I try to spend maximum quality
time with my family and in case
of emergency, when my presence
at home is required, my office is
quite accommodative. I do not feel
stressed in balancing work and
personal life I have now been in
this balancing act for more than
13 years.

What are your hobbies and
leisure pursuits?
Generally I like to spend my leisure
time in listening to light music,
watching cricket, movies and reading
books, mostly contemporary authors.
I also like to try my hand at gardening
and cooking new dishes.

How
has
the
MBA
qualification helped you in
enhancing your career?
The MBA qualification has helped
me to have a more scientific and
clearer perspective of many things
that we come across in routine
office work. As my work demands
interacting with bankers almost
everyday and dealing with banking

and finance related matters, an
MBA degree in Finance has helped
me in understanding my work and
gave me a better perspective.

Interview

Can you share with us your
mantra for success?

What is your advice to
young career aspirants?
My advice to career aspirants is that
first of all decide what they want in
life. Deciding about career goal is half
the work done and rest is up to you
to achieve the
goal.
One
should be very
focused and
sincere if one
wants to grow
in
their
profession but
at the same
time career
should not
become an obsession. One should try
to strike a balance between life and
work.

Share
with
us
an
unforgettable experience.
Life is a continuous journey made
of so many tiny moments that leave
an imprint on us. For me there are
many such instances like clearing
my Board exams with very good
marks, getting an entrance in
Engineering, joining RBI etc.
However, a recent incident which
comes to my mind and which I can
never forget pertains to my MBA
degree. I was on my way to Egypt
for a holiday with my husband. We
had a stop in between at Abu Dhabi
airport and since I was expecting
my results any day I thought of
checking it on the ICFAI University
website. With lots of anxiety I
opened the website and was thrilled
to see that I had cleared my last
examination. This was surely an
unforgettable experience for me and
immediately I sent an email to all
my family and friends saying that
I am an MBA now.

Effective time
management,
planning,
dedication and
honesty towards
work, good
communication
skills, innovative /
creative thinking,
holding on one’s
own in facing
difficult situation
and lastly not
getting buoyed
down by failure.
The realization of
the fact that
failure is also a
step towards
reconciliation of
success is the
biggest thing and
it strengthens our
own ability to deal
with any situation
in life.

February 2011  CIMBAG TIMES  5

Interview

Tell us something about
yourself and your family.
I am a 26-year old having almost
4 years of exposure in Capital
Markets and in Personal Finance.
I am Currently a Head Research
with Invest Shoppe India Ltd. I
am a Commerce graduate from
Delhi University. Professionally,
a Certified Financial Planner (CFP)
and hold an MBA (Finance) degree
from ICFAI University. I strongly
believe that my research and
analytical skills can be of immense
value to my organization. I belong
to a Punjabi family. My father is
a retired Central Government
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employee, mother is a housewife,
and backbone of our family. I
recently got married. My wife,
Puja, is working with Bharti
Airtel. I have two elder brothers
and both are doing well in their
respective professions.

What have been your
greatest accomplishments?
Although I believe my greatest
accomplishments are ahead of me,
I feel proud of my involvement
with Capital markets. Working in
a challenging environment and
beating the recessionary times
successfully would remain one of

Kumar Vaibhav, MBA
Research Head,
Invest Shopee India Ltd,
New Delhi

my greatest accomplishments in
life.

What is success according
to you?
There are two dimensions of
success. One is achieving success
in our perspective (for ourself) and
the other is achieving success in
the perspective of others. I believe

Can you share with us
your
mantra
for
success?
I believe that sustaining
success for a long period is real
success. As they say, success
is easy to achieve but difficult
to retain. Apart from this,
disciplined approach in life,
continuous learning and being
knowledgeable
are
my
mantras for success.

How do you balance work
and family?
My disciplined approach along
with proper time management
helps me in balancing work
and family. I also have a
supportive
family
and
colleagues who keep me going.

What are your hobbies
and leisure pursuits?
I love to spend time with my
family. Listening to music,
watching cricket, business
news channels and of course,
reading business newspapers,
magazines and journals are
my other hobbies.

How has the MBA
qualification helped you
in enhancing your
career?
My MBA qualification has
broadened my horizon. It has
helped me in “out of the box”
thinking and understanding
the nitty-gritty of corporate

world. Th ese t ra it s would
definitely assist me in achieving
success in the long term.

Interview

in the former one. We should
succeed for our satisfaction. If
someone appreciates your
work, and if we know that it’s
not perfect, it’s not a real
achievement. Conversely, if
we get complete satisfaction
with whatever we do, it’s a
good personal achievement,
even if it’s not appreciated
much by others.

What would be your advice
to young career aspirants?
Keep your basics very clear as they
lay foundation for your career.
Keep yourself focused, determined
and stay updated. Don’t get
confused between different career
opportunities, grab a single
opportunity and adhere to it.

Share
with
us
an
unforgettable experience.
This was when I was invited as a
guest for first time on NDTV
Profit for a live show. I had to
opine my views on the queries
raised by live
c a lle r s.
Fr a n k l y
speaking, I
was feeling
so
jittery
because it
was my first
time
on
television,
and secondly,
I was so
conscious
that all my
c o ll e a g u e s ,
relatives and
f r i e n d s
would
be
watching the
show. And one major blunder
could spoil the show. However,
when that 20-minute show ended
and I got thumbs-up feedback
f rom th e a nchor, I got a big
breather and felt like a tennis
pla yer
win nin g
th e
championship. This experience
will remain unforgettable to me
as it taught me that one should
remain calm and always hold the
n erves in var iou s complex
situations of life.

I believe
that
sustaining
success for
a long
period is
real
success. As
they say,
success is
easy to
achieve
but
difficult to
retain.
Apart from
this, disciplined
approach in
life, continuous
learning and
being
knowledgeable
are my mantras
for success.

February 2011  CIMBAG TIMES  7

Kolkata

SEMINARS

Essentials of Enterprise
Resource Planning (ERP)
Vikash Varma, MBA
Head - Software and Systems
Duncan’s Tea Ltd.

CIMBAG Kolkata Chapter organized a workshop on
Enterprise Resource Planning. Mr. Vikash Varma, an
MBA, Head - Software and Systems with Duncan’s Tea
Ltd, was the speaker.
In his deliberation, he explained what ERP is all
about. He said that enterprise Resource Planning is
presently considered to be the best system which
enhances the business opportunities, brings about
efficiency and instant online information of a
company in a structured manner. An example of a
structured information can be the ‘Inventory Status’
with its segregation into various categories such as
slow moving items, fast moving items, with
additional information in reorder level, safety stock
level etc., for a particular item or for a group of items.

ERP acts as a concept of
developin g a sof tware
which
st ru ctu ra lly
int eg ra t es
a ll
ma jor
f un ct ion s
of
an
organization starting from
Planning, Purchase, Sales,
Pr oduct ion, Fina nce a nd
many more. The same is
developed in such a manner
t ha t all th e f un ctiona l
modules ar e in t eg ra ted
with interdependency on
each ot her. With this
objective, most of the big
companies have introduced
their own ERP models in the
global market.
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SEMINARS

Pune

A
Presentation
on “7 Habits
of Highly
Effective
People”

Sheetal Vaidya, MBA
Corporate Trainer,
The Game Plan

CIMBAG Pune Chapter organized
a workshop on 7 Habits of Highly
Effective People. Ms. Sheetal
Vaidya, an MBA and a qualified
Company Secretary, having more
years of working experience took
the session.

shaping life more deliberately and
building strong character.
The speaker said that these are
lessons in personal change.
Personal change or effectiveness
comes by being proactive rather
than reactive, bringing personal

values, visions and discipline in
action, being non-judgmental and
empathetic, creating an eco-system
that promotes co-existence of all
differences and above all being able
to change, improvise and move
ahead in all directions.

The session was carved out from
the very famous book 7 Habits of
Highly Effective People by Dr
Stephen Covey. This book was
published in 1990 and became a
blueprint
for
personal
development. The seven habits
are a remarkable set of
inspirational and aspirational
standards for anyone who seeks
to live a full, purposeful and good
life, and are applicable today more
than ever, as the business world
becomes more attuned to
humanist concepts. The session
covered the crux of the book that
would be helpful for people in
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New Delhi

SEMINARS

“The Winning Edge in Corporate Hiring”
Ram Mohan Kota
Senior Manager - Training,
Federation of University

Vikram Khaitan, MBA
Head-Finance, CGS Apparel Pvt.
Ltd.
CIMBAG New Delhi Chapter
organized a program titled “The
Winning Edge in Corporate Hiring”.
The Speakers were Mr. Ram
Mohan Kota, Senior Manager,
Federation of University, and Mr.
Vikram Khaitan, Head-Finance,
CGS Apparel Pvt. Ltd., and
President CIMBAG - New Delhi
Chapter. The focus of this program

responsible workers who can
solve problems and who have the
social skills and attitudes to work
together with others.
Participants agreed with
the speaker that even
more important to job
success is good higherorder thinking skills
than just having good
academics. A person who
can think critically, act
logically, and evaluate
situations
to
make

was to enhance the employability
skills of the participants.
The greatest concerns of employers
today are to find good workers.
T he speakers emph asiz ed on
identifying the gap between the
skills required ‘on the job’ and
those possessed by the applicants
called ‘learning gaps’. They gave
the audience certain key tips to
develop employability skills that
h elp th em f it in to the work
environment. They also showed
them ways to become reliable,
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decisions and solve problems is a
valuable asset.
Mr. Khaitan in his session
conducted a good interactive
exercise on drafting a good
resume. Here the participants
were exposed to facts about
various aspects that could enhance
the value of their resume.
The participants also had an
opportunity to interact with some
recruiters and placement consultants
who were invited to this program.

Executive Committee Meetings
Chennai

Kolkata

Pune

Ne w
Delhi
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Alumni Get-together

Music & Dinner @
Ahmedabad

Freshers’
Party &
Dinner @
Bangalore
Cooking Contest @ Chennai
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Alumni Picnic @ Borivali National Park, Mumbai

Grand Sunday Lunch @ Hyderabad
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Career Moves
Katiki Ravindra Babu
MBA
Hyderabad
Katiki Ravindra Babu has moved
as a Senior Manager with IVY
Comp Tech Pvt. Ltd.
Prior to this he was a Manager in
the same organization.

Aman Gupta
MBA
New Delhi
Aman Gupta has moved as a Partner
with AG Consultancy Solutions and
Services.
Prior to this he was a Finance Program
Specialist with Agilent Technologies

Ashok Kumar Singh
MBA
Kolkata
Ashok Kumar Singh has bagged
his first job as a Branch Officer,
HDFC Bank.

Souvik Kundu
MBA
Kolkata
Souvik Kundu has bagged his first
job as a Marketing Executive,
ENAM Securities Pvt. Ltd.

Souvik Ray Chaudhuri
MBA
Pune
Souvik Ray chaudhuri has moved as
a Sales Manager with HVAC - India,
Munters India Humidity Control
Pvt. Ltd.
Prior to this he was a Key Accounts
Manager with Timken India Ltd.

K P Rao
MBA
Hyderabad
K P Rao has moved as a Dy G.MHead Technical with Essar Bulk
Terminals Ltd., Paradip. Prior to this
he was an Associate Principal Engineer - Material,
Handling System with Grafix Engineering
Consultants Pvt. Ltd.

Priyankush Ghosh
MBA
Kolkata
Priyankush Ghosh has moved as a Sr.
Consultant with PwC India Pvt. Ltd..
Prior to this he was a System
Engineer with IBM

Sonu Karmakar
MBA
Pune
Sonu Karmakar has moved as Project
Coordinator with Accenture.
Prior to this she was a Senior Recruiter
with Winman Consulting Pvt. Ltd.

Rajinder Kumar Malik, MBA,
Noida tied the knot with Isha
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Kapil Kumar, MBA, New Delhi
tied the knot with Anju Chugh

Mohit Maheshwari, MBA, New
Delhi tied the knot with Sapna

