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A Step Forward
Dear Alumni,
The scorching summer heat has finally ended with the early onset
of monsoon. Thanks to Cyclone Laila for bringing an early monsoon,
giving relief to all. However the hot summer did not deter our alumni
from stepping out to participate in the alumni events. All the alumni
meetings and events evoked a good response across the country. And
we are also thankful to the alumni who have mailed us their words
of appreciation and suggestions for improvement in the future issues
of CIMBAG TIMES.
The number of MBAs passing out from our institution is growing,
strengthening the alumni body further. This alumni body will no doubt
reach soaring heights in the next few years. Therefore, we too will
have to gear up to meet the challenges of reorganizing ourselves, our
activities and events to make it more attractive and useful to a large
number of people. The more people get actively involved in this initiative,
the more vibrant this body can become, resulting in a highly sought after networking forum for our alumni and for the industry
professionals.
We would like to work strategically on building our relationship
with Corporates and the Industry in general. In this regard each
Chapter is taking certain steps to get engaged with industry
professionals by way of inviting speakers from various backgrounds
to our alumni seminars and workshops and also by organizing joint
events with industry professionals and forums. Apart from this,
there are a few other PR initiatives and we invite you to give us your
suggestions in this regard. We would like each one of you to come
forward and contribute in your own way to strengthen our presence
in the industry and in the corporate world. So let’s join hands for
the cause of developing and implementing an effective PR strategy
for building CIMBAG further as a powerful alumni body. Let’s work
together and take CIMBAG to new heights.
“If everyone is moving forward together, then success takes care
of itself.”
Syed H Maqsood
Consulting Editor
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Interview

Tell us something about
yourself and your family.
My father is a B.E. (Mech) and a
topper from BITS, Pilani and PG
Diploma holder in Business
Management. He has been a CEO in
many reputed organizations. He is
my main source of inspiration and
guidance.
I am a very natural and down-toearth kind of a person. I am
heading Finance & Accounts at a
garments manufacturing and
export company at Noida, and have
been in the field of Accounts &
Finance for the past 15 years.
Besides, I also deal with life
insurance products.
My mother and my wife look after
the home and my two children (11
and 7 yrs) are quite a riot together.

What have been your
greatest accomplishments?
I made a steep rise at the very
initial stage of my career, and
within the first two years, I took
over as functional head with much
ease and perfection. I guess this
was a good achievement. Also, I
could go through the rigorous MBA
(Finance) program from ICFAI
University while pursuing my job
maintaining my work and
personal life.

What is success, according
to you?
Success is the meeting point of our
efforts with the opportunities
passing by. Success is a reward
one can anticipate when one knows
that one’s efforts are in the right
direction.

Can you share with us your
mantra for success?
I believe that it is never too early,
nor too late in life to realize one’s
dreams and ambitions. There is no
shortcut
to
success,
but
nevertheless, “work smarter not
harder”. I have always been
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How do you balance work
and family?
Professional and personal life
balance is the essence of a good
quality of life. I undertake the
critical projects myself and delegate
the routine. I like spending time
with my family and children both
in terms of quantity and quality. I
try my best to stay in touch with
friends even if it is over the phone
and internet. I am possessive about
my work but never let my work
possess my personal life. I do
attend my kids’ parents teachers
meeting and try my best to take a
day off from work if my kids need
me at home to help them prepare
for their exams. At the same time,
no matter wherever, I am
accessible to my office 24 X 7 and
can surely fix up many things
while being out of office.

What are your hobbies and
leisure pursuits…?
I have several interests and I
pursue them with pleasure in my
leisure time. I am a keen philatelist
and a numismatist. I also make
bonsai plants, and sometimes
when it comes to cooking, I can
give my wife a tough competition.
I am a ‘Netizen’ and that’s how I
keep in touch with my schoolmates
who are scattered worldwide. I
am also closely associated with
CIMBAG New Delhi Chapter as
President. This helps me interact
and socialize with like-minded
professionals.

How
has
the
MBA
qualification helped you in
enhancing your career?
MBA (Finance) qualification from
the reputed ICFAI University has
heightened my self-esteem and

shaped my way of thinking. It has
broadened my outlook and has
helped me develop strong business
acumen. It has enabled me to do
things differently rather than
doing different things. It has
enhanced my credibility and value
at my workplace and has boosted
my self-confidence.

What would be your advice
to young career aspirants?
My advice to aspirants is that it is
never too late in life. Believe in
yourself and be honest with
yourself. Do not compromise on
the sincerity of your efforts and
keep your eyes open to recognize
a right opportunity.

Share an unforgettable
experience with us.
There are several memorable
moments in my life, but the most
recent one was at New Delhi. My
pursuit of education came to a full
circle when I was invited to deliver
the keynote address at “The Finance
Convention 2010” jointly conducted
by the New Delhi CFA Association
and CIMBAG New Delhi chapter.
The feedback I got was very
encouraging.

Vikram
Khaitan, MBA
Senior Manager Finance & Accounts
CGS APPAREL PVT
LTD
New Delhi

July 2010  CIMBAG TIMES  5

Interview

sincere to myself in giving my best
efforts to whatever I do. At times
of difficulty God has always
carried me in His arms to cross
the hurdles.

Interview

Tell us something about
yourself and your family.

Can you share with us your
mantra for success?

I am very fortunate to belong to
an educated family, with my
father having a doctorate in
Mathematics and my husband
being a Chartered Accountant. I
am a person who likes to keep
myself busy at all time, constantly
looking for opportunities to engage
myself. I am a science graduate,
with a postgraduation in
Economics and an MBA with
specialization in HR. I have been
working in the corporate segment
for the last 18 years, and presently
I work for a multinational bank
as Vice President. I have a
teenaged son and a daughter.

Perseverance and dedication is the
key to success. I have always
endeavored to complete any task
that I have taken up by giving
100% to it. It can be as simple as
learning to drive, or completing a
tough 2-year MBA course, which
requires enormous commitment of
time. I have never allowed the
hurdles and challenges to
demotivate me. I also never take
up any activity if I know that I
cannot do justice to it.

What has been your
greatest accomplishment?
I always cherish a couple of things
as my greatest accomplishments:
Firstly my continuing education. I
joined the corporate world soon
after my graduation. But I wanted
to continue my education. I
completed my postgraduation,
MBA and certificate course like
CAIIB (Indian Institute of Bankers)
and CDCS (IFS London) while
working. It was a great challenge
to pursue these programs; with my
family around and office
responsibility, I had to bur n
midnight oil, to achieve this.
Secondly, my jour ney in the
corporate world for the last 18
years has been very challenging
and I have enjoyed every bit of it.

What is success, according
to you?
The meaning of success is very
subjective and relative to one’s
needs and wants. To me, achieving
one’s desired goal and trying to
improvise on it is success. Staying
optimistic with positive attitude is
also a measure of success.
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How do you balance work
and family?
It has always been a tight rope
walking and a tough act. I try to
make the best use of my available
time. I do not indulge in any
luxury which takes away my time.
For example watching TV serials
is completely forbidden for me
(self-imposed). Many a time, I have
faced situations that require me to
choose between family and work,
leading to emotional stress. I try
to keep a clear mind during those
times and give priority to the one
which requires my attention
immediately. Thanks to the
parental support, I have managed
so far successfully.

What are your hobbies and
leisure pursuits?
Most of my leisure time is spent
with my children. I like reading,
and generally read fiction and
management books. I also take
time out to visit temples, which
gives me a lot of positive vibration.
While driving to work, I like
listening to mild and melodious
music.

How
has
the
MBA
qualification helped you in
enhancing your career?
MBA qualification has kept my
learning culture alive. The MBA
curriculum is very comprehensive

and helped me learn the modern
management concepts. I apply
them at my work. I handle a large
team. The HR concept that I have
learnt in my MBA is of
tremendous help. The textbooks
are good reference materials and
acts as my guide on many
occasions. ICFAI University has
a brand image and it has helped
me a lot.

What would be your advice
to young career aspirants?
Keep your life simple. Be clear in
what you want and go for it all
out. Learning is a continuous
process. So never stop learning.
Continuously refine your existing
skills and learn new skills.

Share an unforgettable
experience with us.
I was chosen as the “Outstanding
Women Manager” by Madras
Management Association in the
year 2007, which I cherish a lot.
It was a competition open to all
corporates and there
were
many
elite
contenders. It was a
personal honour and
an
unforgettable
experience.

Srividya
Bharathi,
MBA
Assistant Vice
President
Royal Bank Of
Scotland,
Chennai

Interview
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New Delhi

SEMINARS

Insights into Mutual Funds

A

Amit Arora
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mit Arora took
up a session on
Insights into Mutual
Funds. He discussed
about the types of
mutual funds and
their important
characteristics, and
the structure and
regulatory
framework of the
mutual fund. In his
deliberation he gave
some tips and
guidelines for the
prospective investors
to follow before
investing in Mutual
Funds. The speaker
displayed a sample
offer document and
discussed the
advantages and
disadvantages of
investing in the
same. The session
was very interactive
and participatory.
The Question and
Answer session
witnessed a lot of
quiries from
audience. It was a
very informative
session and the
participants were
empowered with the
required knowledge
and information on
mutual fund
investment.

FINANCE CONVENTION

New Delhi

T

he New Delhi CFA Association
and the Council of ICFAI
University MBA Graduates, New
Delhi Chapter jointly organized a
Finance Convention on “Global
Financial Turmoil: Bailing Out or
Boiling In” at India International
Center, New Delhi. CFAs and MBAs
from ICFAI University participated
in good numbers in this
convention. The convention
provided an opportunity to the
audience to know and analyze in
depth the cause for the financial
crisis, its effect on different
economies across the globe, and
how different countries worldwide
are addressing this issue.
The speakers at the convention
were Mr. Vikram Khaitan, Senior
Manager (Finance & Accounts),
CGS Apparel Pvt Ltd, Mr. Sharat
Aggarwal, Regional Head, ING
Vysya Bank Ltd and Mr.Paritosh
Garga, Senior AVP, Darashaw and
Company Pvt. Ltd.

various developing nations like
India.
Mr.Sharat Aggarwal discussed the
role of banks and financial
institutions during an economic
meltdown. According to him, posteconomic crisis, banks are now
looking for better approaches to
credit risk management. According
to Sharat, alternative approaches
during underwriting for loan

assessment or adopting the Basel II
models for portfolio assessment
will not only help banks but will
also help the entire financial sector.
Mr.Paritosh Garga highlighted in
detail the various factors which
can derail the economic recovery
or can cause a second crisis if not
addressed in a proper manner.
The event was well organised and
appreciated by the participants.

Mr.Prithvi Haldea, Chairman and
Managing
Director,
Prime
Database New Delhi was the guest
of honor on the occasion.
Maj. Gen. (Retd) V K Sareen, President
New Delhi CFA Association,
welcomed the participants.
The session started with the Key
Note address delivered by
Mr.Vikram Khaitan. According to
Mr. Vikram Khaitan, now after
one-and-a-quarter year of the
beginning of the financial turmoil,
the business is slowly and steadily
getting back to normal and people
are feeling optimistic about the
recovery of the market. However,
there remains an element of doubt
whether the party may soon be
over. Mr.Khaitan also reflected on
how economic recession started in
USA and its cascading effects on
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Hyderabad

Executive
Committee
Meetings
Kolkata

Pune

New Delhi
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A

quiz contest ‘Brain
Quest 2010’ was
organized at Mahatma
Aswini Datta memorial
Committee Hall for the
members of CIMBAG
Kolkata.

The purpose of the event
was to built a rapport
between the alumni and
the students pursuing the program. The event
was planned in such a way that all groups/
teams have a mix of alumni and students
enabling them to break the ice.
The total participants were divided into 7
teams with 4 members in each team. The
total contest was with four rounds of
quiz. The contestants were very keen on
competition. All the participants have
enjoyed the event.
At the end, all the participants were given
a gift as a token of appreciation along with
mementoes for the winners and the
runner’s team.
Winners of the Quiz Contest:
Khushboo Agarwal
Anusua Basu
Partha Sarathi Paul
Souptik Podder

Download from www.cimbag.org
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Alumni Get

Ahmedabad

Bangalore
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et-together

Chennai

Pune
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Career Moves

Namit Agarwal,
MBA, Kolkata
has moved as
ManagerCommunications with
Samhita Social
Ventures Pvt. Ltd.
Prior to this he was a
Networking Expert
with Entrepreneurship
Development Institute
of India.

Tapas Kumar
Pradhan, MBA,
Kolkata

Vivek Kumar
Singh, MBA,
Kolkata

has moved as Cluster
Manager with Indus
Towers Ltd.

has moved as
Senior Sales
Executive with
Janak Healthcare
Pvt. Ltd.

Prior to this he was a
Factory Manager
with JJ Spectrum
Silk Ltd.

Tanusree Sen,
MBA, Kolkata
has moved as
Manager - Operation
Quality and HR with
KD International

Prior to this he was a
Sales Representative
with ABP Pvt. Ltd.

Prior to this she was
an Executive Quality Assurance
with Orient
Beverage Ltd.
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Amandeep Kaur, MBA
Tied the knot with Amarvir
Singh Rai
Anmol Arora, MBA
Tied the knot with
Dr Prasannata Arora
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Amit Goyal, MBA
Tied the knot with
Preeti Goyal

